C of E Academy

‘Where a love of learning is nurtured and enriched’
Important Dates:
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March
Fri 27t All 2.15pm FOEBS coffee & cake in the Church - below
All 3pm - Family celebration assembly in the hall.

April

Weds 1° All 2.30pm — Easter service in the church —all welcome to
attend.

Thurs 2™ All FOEBS Easter egg hunt in school time. Last day of term

Fr 3™ to Fri All Easter holidays — Holiday club running at Lympsham Pre-

17t School. Contact them 01934 750473 to book.

Mon 20t - Year 4 | Year 4 Residential to Mendip Outdoor Activity Centre

22nd Letter coming home on Monday ref details of kit and drop
off.

Weds 22" Year 3 | Trip to Shepton Mallet- Field to Farm Education Day. Coach
leaving at 8.30am and returning at 4.00pm.

Red Nose Day: Thank you for your _awl| U TLILELERLEEL:
generous donations. 35

Together we raised £114.00 plus £28.50
Gift Aid.

Thank you for supporting such a wonderful
cause.

Lunches: Please order your child’s lunch choices for the first week back after Easter by
next Tuesday 31° March. Any orders after this date will not be included and you will
have to provide a packed lunch from home.

Mendip residential: All outstanding balances must be paid by the 1% April 2026. Don’t
forget to order your child’s hoodie- https://shop.teamhoodies.co.uk/eastbrent26.

Meningitis

We understand that recent news reports about the meningitis outbreak in Kent may
be concerning for parents and staff working with children and young people. Please
see guidance below for your information:

Routine Prevention

Recognise the signs and symptoms www.meningitis.org/about-meningitis/symptoms.
If a suspected case of meningitis were ever identified in your setting, the Health
Protection Team would advise you directly on immediate steps, communication, and
any required risk assessment. Further information on meningococcal disease is
available from: -

The NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/meningitis/

The Meningitis Research Foundation - www.meningitis.org 0808 800 3344 (24 hours)
Meningitis Now - www.meningitisnow.org 0808 80 10 388 (9am — 8pm)

UKHSA Blog - https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2025/10/31/what-is-meningitis-symptoms-
risks-and-how-to-protect-yourself/

Useful Information
Further information can be found on our website: www.eastbrentcofeacademy.co.uk

Our values
‘Peace, Endurance,
Aspiration, Respect, Love
& Service’

Our Christian Value this
term
‘Respect’

Safeguarding
Safeguarding children is
everyone’s responsibility. If you
are worried about a child, please
email

Designated Safeguarding Lead:
Katie Whiting

Reporting Absence
If your child is feeling unwell, please
contact the school office on 01278
760490 or email using the school
email address: -

Current Job Vacancies within
WLT
Please visit the Wessex Learning
Trust website for all current
vacancies HERE

East Brent CofE Academy
Church Road, East Brent
Somerset, TA9 4HZ
Main Office: 01278 760490
Email:
office@eastbrentcofeacademy.co.uk

Ladybird Class: 98.2%
Bumblebee Class: 96.3%
Dragonfly Class: 96.3%

Whole School: 96.6%

& Part of the
7! Wessex
Learning Trust
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*SWhatiParents & Educators'Need|to]know about

SNAPSTREAK

57 SN&PCHAT

With over 900 million active monthly users and billions of *Snaps’ sent each month, Snapchat is a popular
messaging opp among children and young people. It allows users to share fun, spontaneous pictures ond
videos with friends and family while using playful filters. One of Snapchat’s unique features is that pictures,

videos and messages are only viewable for a short period of time.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Snapchat's use of artificiol intelligence (Al)
Includes features like the "My Al' chatbot and
Al-powered liers, offering interactive experiences thot
can be fun but also pose riske. These tools may ehare
unfiitersd or InoCccurate respol , promote unr
beouty standards, and coliect personal dota.
Advanced filters ond deeplake-style lentes con distort
reality, potentiofy eoding to manipulation,
imparsonation, of Inapproprlate content.

T S A e
SCREEN ADDICTION
&1 ,

Snapchot boosts user engogement and doily use

with foatures like streaks (dody Snopchat exchanges
between you and o friend). When a sireak s been going
for o few days, wsers will see 0 & emoji. The number
alongeide it shows the numbar of days, but if users
miss o day and break the streak, the only way 1o
restore it is to pay. This encourages doily use habits,
and frequen notifications con koep users returring to

the opp even more often
P
SEXTORTION ENSOReD
-
Becouse Snapchot’s disappearing messages
fecture may loster a sense of safoty, users may
Decoma targets of sextortion. For stample, a pregator
may pressure someone into sending nude
then somehow copture those imoges to threaten and
Intim idate the victio, This might involve clalming they

will share the imoges with friends or famdly unl
money |s pald.

AT gL \,(‘
SNAPCHAT+ i

Snapchat+ is the platform's premium

subscription service, affering early occess to new and
exclusive features, in June 2029, Snopchat introduced
anew tior called Lens+, giving subsctibers ccoeds to
hundreds of lanses ond AR oxperences for playing,
creating, and sharing Snops. These pold features may
aNCOUrege young users to spend money 1o access
axclusive content. Increasing the risk of overspanding
of fesling pressured 1o moke in-opp parchoses.

"Accsssmum'

Snopchat is now occessibia Irom o wed browser,
meaning children con use it on a loptop of tablet
without downloading the app. This can make octivity
harder 10 monitor, reduce the eflectiveness of porentol
controls, and increcse the riak of unaupervised
communication or @xposure to inappropriate content

INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT ‘a‘
Some content on Snapchat isnt sultable
for children, The hashiags used to group

content ore determined by the poster, 0

even an innocent search term could stll yieid .
oge-inappropriate results. The opp's disoppearing
messages leature olso mokes [t easy for young people

to share explicit images on impulse - s0 sexting

coNtinuas to be arisk associoted with Snopchot

_—

Created with guidance from Cememon Sense Madsa, Snapchot has
developed a Farnity Sofety Mub that explains how the app works and how to
USE IT5 In-0pp Protections for teens. 115 recommeandad ot you review this
guidance before oliowing a child to downlood Snopchatl. Remember, the
app s only intended for children aged 13 and over

& SlHEE mesmia ..

BLOCK AND REPORT

i o stronges connects with a chiid on Snapchat and mokes them feel -
uncomfortoble by pressuning thein 1o send of recelve unwanted or inoppeopriate
imoges, the child can tap the three dots on that person's profile to report or blook them,
There are options to state why they re reporting that user, with a tallored reporting
section under the ‘Nudity ond Sexuai C ‘ category. inthis Gory, thare's the
option to repart somebody for threatening to leak sexuoclly expliclt imoges, or ‘nudes’.

Meet OQur Expert

Dr Claire Sutherkand is an online safety consultan, educator and
researcher who has developed and implemented antl-bullying and cyber
salety polickes for schools. She has written vorious academic papers and
carried out research for the Australion Government comparing internet
use and sexting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA ond Austrolia

o list on guide page ot hitps://nation

Useful Information

'Pa-wm o - -_— s e A I

ENCOURAGE OPEN DISCUSSIONS

Snapchat's risks can be easier to handie If you nurture an open diclogue. Talk

about scems and Blockmaoil befere letting children sign up. If they re lured inte a scom,
encouroge them to tell you i y. Takk openly and non-judg oily about
sexting, emphosising its inherent risks. Furthermore, explain how populor ‘challenges’ on
the pilotiorm con have harmbul consequences.

B
USE PRIVACY SETTINGS TOGETHER

$it down with the chikiren in your care and explore Snopchat's privacy settings

' asoshored activity. You con help them odjust who can contact them, view their

%

stories, or see thek location on Snap Map. It's 8 good apportunity to explain why tome
settings are safer thon others, reindercing their understanding of online boundories
Encourage them to reguiorly review these settings, especially ofter app updates or
changes in thair friendship groupe.

Further information can be found on our website: www.eastbrentcofeacademy.co.uk

Learning Trust
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